“Rape should never be a hush

word in our society but
something that is screamed
from the roof top”

Meet New Author Marian L. Thomas

Marian L. Thomas is a native of Chicago with an passion for the words that reflect
the issues that face women today. However, the concept of putting her thoughts
into written form wasn't realized until her second year in high school when she
wrestled with the thought of writing a book she then called What Color is Jazzmyne.

In fact, twenty years would pass before she finally debuted a more refined version
of her original concept, calling it Color Me Jazzmyne. It was just a few years prior to
this accomplishment that she completed her Bachelor’s Degree in Business Commu-
nication, graduating Magna Cum Laude.

Marian now resides in Atlanta, GA with her husband and their spoiled but playful
dog. She enjoys writing short stories that have full impact and is currently working
on her second novel.
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/ Meet Naya Mona:

Naya Mona is the main character in the book Color Me Jazzmyne. She is the
type of woman that all women can see a reflection of themselves in. She has
dreams, struggles, obstacles and a passion to live! In the beginning she is
naive, abused and looking in all the wrong directions for comfort. She
quickly realizes that a beautiful pair of black leather shoes does not reflect
the essence of a good man.

The drama in her life unveils as her son whom she hasn’t seen since birth
walks through the doorways of her beautiful and lavish home thinking that
she is the reason that the puzzle of his life doesn‘t fit. Filled with rage, anger
and sadness he forces her to go back into her past, back to the time
when her father’s touch was no longer innocent.

Meet Misty:

Misty is the type of character we all want to love. In the beginning
that is. While we can’t go into all the details without driving into a
spoiler, we will say that Misty represents the so-called friends in our
lives that come in and out like a revolving door. At some point we
realize that we need to lock that door and not just hide the key but
make it disappear without the possibility of ever returning.

““Color Me Jazzmyne is a

unconventional...yet
fascinating first novel by
Marian L. Thomas”
-Jeneke Lesak, for
RebeccasReads
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& The Encounter:

My name is Naya Mona. Some say that I live what they would call a “once
upon a time” dream. How I wish that were true. You see, every turn I made
and every moment that flew by in my life, created a new color in my box, my
crayon box that is. I made the choice to keep that box closed, until now.

There are moments in our lives when we are forced to open our boxes and
expose our colors. For me, that moment had arrived. I woke up one morning
with the sun, glaring into the corners of my eyes, and the light from it, burn-
ing a sense of reality into my head. It was at this precise moment that I re-
alized it was time to open my box, pick up the phone and make a call to a
son whom I hadn’t seen since birth. I knew it would be difficult, hard
and very emotional. For the both of us. And yet, this was a moment that
neither could run from. It was a moment that we would both have to
face. That was the beauty of reality, the nature of a moment. .
Soon, he would ring my doorbell, enter into my home and pull back the

cover of my box—exposing my colors. He would force me to answer the
question...What color is Jazzmyne.

Hear my story, listen to my voice, feel my emotions, follow my journey.
Come into my box of colors to discover the woman I've become.

Listen as I explain the moments that colored my Jazzmyne.

““Color Me Jazzmyne is a

unconventional...yet
fascinating first novel by
Marian L. Thomas”
-Jeneke Lesak, for
RebeccasReads
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i~ ‘ . - child has the right to remain innocent”

e When a parents touch goes being innocent it becomes difficult for the
child to speak out

e Abuse to children in any form is never acceptable, never welcomed and
always wrong.

e When a child speaks out about some form of abuse-you must be pre-
pared to listen.

e It's important to help the child understand that it’s to tell someone.

e Studies have shown that many victims of abuse remain silent.

e Studies have shown that victims of abuse feel no one will believe them.

e Studies have shown that men, women and children fall prey to abuse.

¢ Rape has no skin color, crossing all boundaries and effects all cul-
tures.

“Finding your voice requires strength. You might not feel that it's there
but dig deep and it will surface.”

o It's to talk about it.

o It's to cry about it.

o It's to scream about it.

o It's to push past the pain and live!

““Color Me Jazzmyne is a

unconventional...yet
fascinating first novel by
Marian L. Thomas”
-Jeneke Lesak, for
RebeccasReads
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“Color Me Jazzmyne is a book
that every woman ought to
read at least once”
-Carol Hoyer, PhD, Reader
Views (04/09)

Read More

Marian L. Thomas
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The Emotions and Journey of Colors in One Woman’s Story Comes to Life in New Novel

Color Me Jazzmyne
Aut hor’ s Tale Describes the Struggle Al

(Atlanta, GA)—Child Abuse, Rape, struggling to make money to live---these are all things women go through
at least once in their lifetime. We all have many colors in our crayon box that reflect our emotions, past, pre-
sent, and future. One woman takes readers on a journey through her life, and shows us what her true colors
are.

Color Me Jazzmyn@..B. Publishing Company, February 2009) by Marian L. Thomas is the fictional story of
a jazz singer named Naya Mona, who was raped by her father. In the tale Mona recounts her life to her son
whom she is meeting for the first time. How do you tell your son that your father is his?

Women will relate to the drama, romance, and struggles Naya Mona goes through as she takes on the stage
name—1Jazzmyne. She has a voice that commands the attention of its readers and takes them on a rollercoaster
ride that is filled with the melodious tones that make Color Me Jazzmyngtrue reading pleasure.

Author Marian L .Thomas delivers a book that discusses real-life issues including teen pregnancy and abuse.
She cuts to the core of serious subject matter: rape and the cutthroat world of the music business and lands the
reader into the thick of a good story.

While the book is not particularly about Marian L. Thomas, the book does represent some of the emotions and
attitudes that all of us have once had or experienced. After reading this novel, you will too discover what col-
ors are in your crayon box.

About the Author
Marian L. Thomas was born in the suburbs of Chicago, Illinois where as she was walking down a flight of spi-

raling stairs in her high school library got the crazy idea to write a novel titled “What Color is Jazzmyne”, that
resided more as an idea than a finished work until recently. Received her Bachelors of Arts in Business Com-
munication and graduated Magna Cum Laude. Was featured in the Atlanta Skirt! Magazine as one of Atlanta’s
9to5 Women of Business in the Media Industry and CrossRoadsNews, an East Metro Atlanta paper recently
graced their “the scene” section with a feature story on the Author. Marian is married to her wonderful hus-
band of ten years and enjoys spoiling her dog that she refers to as “slightly big-boned but extremely loveable.”

L.B Publishing 4002 Hwy 78 Ste: 530-131 Snellville, GA 30039 1.800.948.6085
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Question:  Why do you write? What drives you? What impact do you want your book to make on the readers?

APassion is a hard word to describe because it's |ike describing
you can't help but act upon it... are there real words for that? For me, writing is more of a release from reality, a way to ex-

press the obvious using melodious tones that soothe the reader and allows them to live in a world other than their own. That

is my goal when writing. That is what drives me. 0

--- Introduce us to your book. Give us the synopsis of the book being discussed.

"Child abuse, rape, struggling to make money to live --- these are all the things that women have gone
through at least once in their lifetime. When a father's touch is no longer innocent, how do you find the

courage to forgive? We all have many colors that make up our emotions either from the past, present or
future. Color Me Jazzmyne takes each reader on a journey through the life of Naya Mona, a jazz singer

who is raped by her father, abused by her friends and struggling to find peace. In the tale she is forced

to answer the question...what color is Jazzmyne as she recounts her life to a son whom she never got a

chance to name. How do you tell your son that your father is his? She has a voice that once on stage,

commands the attention of her listeners and changes her from Naya Mona to Jazzmyne, the jazz singer."

--- Intimate Conversation Session:
*  Are your characters from the portrayal of real people?

"Yes, Naya isclearly a reflection of the many women that | have met over the years and the struggles
that they have had to overcome. Misty represents all the "so - called" friends in our lives that attach
themselves to us only to accomplish their own desires. Chris is more of what | call the "lifetime hus-

band". He represents the compassion and love that we as women need, want and deserve."

*  What inspired you to write this story?

“Life. | know that sounds rather obvious but it's a reality that often makes for a good story that encour-
ages, motivates and inspires us to either heal, reflect or forgive."

* What major issues in today's society have you addressed in the book?

"Rape is often the "hush" word in our lives. It's the thing that we prefer to put into the closet of other

skeletons  that we pray no one has the key to. Child abuse often occurs at a young age and more than of-
ten it is done by someone that is very close --- a family member or friend of the family. It's a difficult
thing to get over, it's even more difficult to explain. According to one statistic.... one out of every six

women will be raped over their lifetime and 73% of all rape victims know their assailants. In fact, stud-

ies have shown that 60% of all sexual assaults are not reported."



